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This volume is a lively rendering of a conference held on 
June 24, 25 and 25 (sic), 1972, on the mathematisation of con- 
cepts, hypotheses, and theories (called uniformly 'doctrines' 
by the organisers) in natural and social science. Both the papers 
read at the conference and the discussions they gave rise to are 
included. The participants were active scientists, historians 
of science, and philosophers in the recent French tradition, 
notorious for its lack of interest in mathematisation. Not 
surprisingly, the conference did not succeed in characterising 
the notions of informal (premathematical) and of formal (mathe- 
matical) construct (whether concept, proposition, or theory). In 
general, the philosophical discussions were unilluminating. On 
the other hand there were plenty of interesting historical dis- 
cussions. However, these were not addressed to specific questions 
in the history of mathematics. 
The table of contents is as follows. G. Canguilhem, "Preface". 
J. R. Ravetz, "Galileo and the mathematisation of 'speed'." J. 
Guillerme, "The numerical determination of medicinal actions." 
R. Rashed, "The mathematisation of the informal in social science: 
The behaviour of the Bernoullian man." M.-A. Tonnelat, "Limits 
upon the extension of the concept of informal doctrine." F. Bresson, 
"Problems of mathematisation in psychology." J. Piquemal, "Some 
remarks on the informal and its mathematisation." F. Perroux, 
"Implicity normative conceptualisations and the limits of model 
building in economics." S. Bachelard, "Summary and appraisal 
of the conference." 
RAZVITIE MATEMATIKI V MOLDAVSKOI SSR. KRATKII OCHERK. [Develop- 
ment of mathematics in the Moldavian SSR. Short sketch.] 
By V. P. Bychkov and K. S. Sibirskii. Kishinev (Izd. 
Shtiinstsa). 1974. 47 p. 
Reviewed by Chandler Davis, 
University of Toronto 
Drily but effectively, this report surveys the impressive 
flowering of mathematics in Soviet Moldavia. Most of it (pp. ll- 
38) is devoted to running through the research areas one by one: 
Foundations, Ring theory, Quasigroups (a Kishinev specialty), 
